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ARC Founders Named to 2017 Agricultural 
Public Relations Hall of Fame
SACRAMENTO, CA, June 21, 2017 – The founders of the Agricultural Relations Council have been inducted in the Agricultural Public Relations Hall of Fame at a ceremony in Sacramento. The Hall of Fame is sponsored by The Agricultural Relations Council (ARC)  and Agri Marketing magazine.

This award is given annually to agricultural public relations professionals who have made lifetime contributions to the industry. Nominees must be a current or past member of ARC to be considered. 

Following is the list of founders:

Ladd Haystead, (First President)


American Petroleum Institute
Ed Lipscomb, (First VP)

National Cotton Council

Lowell A. Kern




American Petroleum Institute


Donald G. Lerch, Jr. (previously inducted)
Lerch & Company, Inc.

Frank B. Atchley




Grocery Manufacturers Association

Lyle Liggett

National Cattlemen’s Association

Roy Battles





National Grange
Carl Bender

Sperry Corporation

Charles Dana Bennett



Farm Film Foundation

Max Chambers

Vegetable Growers Association

C.L. “Cap” Mast, Jr.



Ag Consultant

John C. Davis

National Council of Farmer Cooperatives

William Foreman




National Cotton Council
Walter B. Garver

U.S. Chamber of Commerce

Herbert A. Graff




Ralston-Purina Company
Val E. Weyle

National Ag Chemicals Association

W. Floyd Keepers




Barn Equipment Association
John J. Lacey

American Farm Bureau Federation

George Krieger




Ethyl Corporation

William S. Moreland

Rutgers University

H.P. Quadland




H.P. Quadland Company
Jack Sampier

National Livestock Producers Association

Glenn Sample




Indiana Farm Bureau
Ernest Steward

National Cotton Council

Dave O. Thompson, Sr.



Ag Consultant

Louis H. Wilson

American Plant Food Council

Don Lerch, now 97, was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2012. He lives in Juno Beach, FL. He said this about the other 25 founding members a few months ago: “These people established the profession of agricultural public relations. We were feeling our way in an entirely new field.”
With ARC now 64 years old, Daren Williams as board chair noted that ARC is proud of it legacy and felt it was time to give the proper recognition to the other 25 founders. “This honor is well-deserved and long overdue,” said Williams. “We are proud of our heritage and thank these PR professionals for their vision and foresight to see a need to communicate agricultural and food messages to consumers and ag audiences. They implemented an organization that continues to thrive today.”

The Hall of Fame program recognizes lifetime contributions to public relations and the ARC. The ARC founders join this illustrious group of current members: Don Lerch, Lyle Orwig, John Harvey, Paul Weller, Richard Howell, Gary Myers, Steve Drake and Carol Bodensteiner.
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Following is background information on ARC and a brief description of each individual, as recounted by Paul Weller, former ARC executive director.
Sixty-four years ago, in an obscure Chicago hotel room, 26 agricultural professionals stepped up to help tell a story. In time, they would form the Agricultural Relations Council (ARC). In 1988, ARC placed a plaque to commemorate this meeting in the lobby of Chicago’s Knickerbocker Hotel on the occasion of the 35th anniversary.

During World War II, American agriculture was the wonder of the free world. It fed millions across the U.S., Britain, and Russia, as they battled the Axis machine. But within a few years after the war, attitudes changed. All at once, as agriculture grew and innovated, its chemicals, sources of energy, and its cultural practices were being challenged by media and consumers alike as undesirable and even hazardous to the public sector.

These agricultural professionals, gathering in the Windy City for the annual meetings of the National 4-H Congress and International Livestock Exposition agreed to provide their talents and resources to tell the positive story of American agriculture. Each represented a key segment of the agricultural industry. By 1953, Agriculture was under serious challenge. These people intended to set the record straight.

ARC was formed, and the group agreed to meet at least annually in conjunction with other existing agricultural organizations. At least two of the Founders, C. L. “Cap” Mast, Jr. and Roy Battles, served as ARC Executive Secretary. 
Ladd Haystead, American Petroleum Institute – Ladd Haystead stepped up to become ARC’s first president. He was a consultant to the petroleum industry, which was fearing that government would socialize the oil industry. Agriculture was an important part of the user industry. He was forceful and engaging, and as Don Lerch noted: “He 

had money to make things happen.”

Ed Lipscomb, National Cotton Council – Ed Lipscomb was elected as first vice-president of ARC. The National Cotton Council was a dominant group in the South, and had the support of key Democratic leaders in Congress. Don Lerch said that the South “ran agriculture.”

Lowell A. Kern, American Petroleum Institute – Lowell Kern was an understudy to Ladd Haystead at API. According to Don Lerch: “He got things done.” He helped coordinate ARC activities under the president’s direction. 

Frank B. Atchley, Grocery Manufacturers Association – Frank Atchley was the staff ag advisor to the nation’s grocery manufacturers. GMA began to see problems in the production side of agriculture. Frank Atchley got them to support and promote ag producers’ position.

Roy Battles, National Grange – Roy Battles was the “Grand ole’ Man of ARC.” He began as a county agent in Ohio, moved as a farm broadcaster on Station WLW, and came to Washington as a PR staffer with the National Grange. He worked in many facets of agriculture, and served as ARC executive secretary in the early 1980’s. 

Charles Dana Bennett, Farm Film Foundation – Dana Bennett, namesake of President Abraham Lincoln’s assistant secretary of war and wealthy newspaper editor and publisher, formed both the Farm Film Foundation and Farm Foundation. He was on a first-name basis with many of the 20th Century top agri-business leaders, and was a regular visitor to the boardrooms of Fortune 100 companies. He was a real innovator.

C.L. “Cap” Mast, Ag Consultant – Cap Mast was a writer/association manager/ consultant extraordinaire. From his Chicago office, he provided communications services to a variety of companies and groups. He served as ARC executive secretary during the 1960’s and ‘70’s.

William Foreman, National Cotton Council – William Foreman joined his National Cotton Council colleague, Ed Lipscomb, in supporting and using the resources of ARC to reach Capitol Hill, the media, and consumers in general.

Donald G. Lerch, Jr., Lerch & Company, Inc. – Don Lerch, as the last surviving ARC Founder, was honored in 2013. He had spent summers on his grandparents’ farm in Pennsylvania, grew a love for the soil, and soon after college graduation and World War II was personally hired by Edward R. Murrow at CBS to become one of the nation’s top farm broadcasters. He formed his own communications company in the 1950’s, made 25 trips to Japan as their U.S. ag consultant, worked until he was 85, and at 97 is the only living ARC Founder.

Lyle Liggett, National Cattlemen’s Association – Lyle Liggett was the voice of the cattle industry, masterminding information to consumers on beef and nutritionist issues. His base was in Washington, D.C.

Carl Bender, Sperry Corporation – Carl Bender was an expert on ag and policy issues on behalf of the farm equipment industry. He was also a senior mentor to young ARCers, encouraging and assisting in their careers.

Max Chambers, Vegetable Growers Association – Max Chambers was the vegetable crops expert, editing and publishing Vegetable Growers Messenger magazine from his Eastern Shore, Maryland office. His was an important and prestigious industry.

John H. Davis, National Council of Farmer Cooperatives – John Davis was a trade association executive representing the nation’s farmer-owned cooperatives, as well as an assistant secretary of agriculture in the 1950’s. He coined the word: “agri-business.”

Walter B. Garver, U.S. Chamber of Commerce – Walter Garver was a serious and constructive agricultural professional, providing agricultural counsel to the nation’s business community. He was an ideal liaison to top business leaders.

Herbert A. Graff, Ralston-Purina Company – Herb Graff was the key public information officer for St. Louis-based Ralston-Purina Company. He served as a valuable source of information on the feed and grain processing industry.

W. Floyd Keepers, Barn Equipment Association – Floyd Keepers told the story of how farmers were converting their barns into more profitable dairy operations in the 1950’s and ‘60’s. He was an effective writer and communicator. 

George Krieger, Ethyl Corporation – George Krieger had one of the toughest PR jobs – act as a “barometer” to keep his industry informed of what the federal government was planning to do about the ethyl additive to gasoline. It was considered a pollutant, but added value to gasoline brands. An important advocate at a critical time in history.

H.P. Quadland, H.P. Quadland Company – H.P. Quadland was an Ohio-based PR consultant whose specialty was the commercial nursery industry. A quiet, but important professional who represented a growing and increasingly important segment of U.S. agriculture.

Glenn Sample, Indiana Farm Bureau – Glenn Sample was “Mr. Indiana Farm Bureau” to all who met him. His two sons were both ag PR professionals and ARC members. Son Jim Sample designed and published the annual ARC directory. His peers agreed that “everyone looked up to Glenn.”

Dave O. Thompson, Sr., Editor and Consultant – Dave Thompson was a former farm magazine editor, who became a highly respected ag PR consultant and writer. He was very vocal in reaching out to agri-industry and the general public on behalf of agriculture.

Val E. Weyle, National Ag Chemicals Association – Val Weyle was on the “hot seat” as the out-front advocate for agricultural chemicals, at a time when DDT and other compounds were under critical review. He served his industry well.
John J. Lacey, American Farm Bureau Federation – John Lacey was director of information for the nation’s largest farm organization. He effectively told the farmers’ story of their critical importance to the nation and its consumers.

William S. Moreland, Rutgers University – Bill Moreland was the “academic” among the ARC Founders, using his New Jersey-based Extension Service appointment to communicate the agricultural story. 

Jack Sampier, National Livestock Producers Association – Jack Sampier was editor of National Livestock Producer magazine, house organ for the national trade association of livestock producers. His realm was the nation’s beef and pork producers, and their management problems. An effective and outspoken individual.

Ernest Steward, National Cotton Council – Ernie Steward was a valuable member of the cotton industry trio that stepped up to form ARC. As information director, he worked closely with both the Council’s CEO and government relations director to promote and protect American agriculture.

Louis H. Wilson, American Plant Food Council – Lou Wilson was chief spokesman for the nation’s fertilizer industry, but more than that, the North Carolina native was the “dean” of Washington, D.C.-based ag PR professionals during the 1950’s and ‘60’s. He combined journalistic fervor with political contacts and expertise.






The End
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